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United Way of Illinois (UWI) is a statewide association of 52
local organizations that create lasting community change by
helping children and youth succeed in school, promoting financial
stability and family independence and improving people’s health.

United Way of Illinois

EDUCATION:
Dear United Way of Illinois Members and Friends,

Illinois’ competitiveness in
a global economy depends
upon academic achievement.
To succeed, students must
enter school ready to learn and
navigate the transitions to
high school, post-secondary
study and work.

The gravely unfortunate Illinois state budget impasse has been our
overriding focus this past year. While government leaders could not
find common ground on even a short-term, stopgap budget until
the last day of the fiscal year, hundreds of non-profits saw their
reimbursements disappear into thin air. And of course, the ripple
effect is that thousands of families and individuals were left
without the critical support they need.
United Way of Illinois conducted four statewide surveys during the year to better understand
the implications of the state budget impasse. The information collected showed significant
and accelerating damage to health and human services. Among the findings from the most
recent survey deployed this June:

INCOME:

• 59% of agencies have tapped into their cash reserves
• Agencies have taken on more than $37,000,000 in debt to keep their doors open
• 54% of agencies report that will have to cease service to clients in six months

HEALTH:

Our Illinois communities are stronger because of all of you and your United Ways. We will
continue to advocate, with one collective voice, for the resources, policies and leadership
that address community challenges head-on and that lift up individuals and families.

Kristi Long
Chairman
United Way of Illinois

ENSURING ACCESS TO CARE AND
PREVENTING CHRONIC DISEASE
Access to healthcare is the
key to ensuring Illinoisans can
lead healthy lives. Receiving
healthcare early in life and
throughout adulthood is an
important way to prevent obesity
and chronic diseases that are
becoming more prevalent today.

We appreciate everyone’s work in advocating for human services this year. United Way of Illinois
can be proud of the non-partisan role we have played in bringing to light the facts and our
position on moving forward toward compromise and adequate funding of the sector.
While the budget impasse was our major focus, we did make progress in several other areas
including an executive order signed by Governor Rauner creating a Children and Youth Cabinet,
a Healthy Local Foods Incentive bill and federal approval for key provisions of the Earned
Income Tax Credit.

FOSTERING STRONG COMMUNITIES
THROUGH FINANCIAL STABILITY
Financial stability has taken
on greater importance for many
Illinoisans as our economy
rebounds. Households that
are financially stable and have
sufficient income to support
their families create a stronger
community and economy.

• 91%of agencies have cut the number of clients they serve with more than 1,000,000
clients being denied services

United Way of Illinois shared these results with our legislative and community leaders across
the State as well as the media throughout the impasse. Scores of meetings were held to educate
state leaders on the impact the budget impasse was having on Illinois’ most vulnerable citizens.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION
FOR FUTURE SUCCESS

COMMUNITY
STRENGTHENING:

BUILDING CAPACITY TO
ADVANCE THE COMMON GOOD
Much like roads, hospitals
and schools, community
services are part of our state’s
vital public infrastructure
that must be maintained
and strengthened. In order
to continue advancing the
common good, we must
make sure the state has a
well-managed and highly
coordinated network of
community services.

ADVANCING THE COMMON
GOOD THROUGH PUBLIC POLICY
Our 2014 – 2015 Public Policy Agenda focused on four key areas:
To ensure children receive a quality education and stay
in school through graduation, United Way of Illinois will:
• Advocate to make high-quality, affordable
early-learning opportunities available to all children
• Promote partnerships that support family engagement
and community-based involvement to improve student
academic achievement
• Support comprehensive and consistent assessment
and measurement standards from Pre-K through
high school graduation

To ensure families and individuals have the resources they
need to achieve financial stability, United Way of Illinois will:
• Provide job training and foster increased access
to critical benefits
• Promote strengthening of financial literacy programs
to help individuals avoid financial hardship and
develop economic security

To ensure families and individuals are able to live healthy
lives, United Way of Illinois will:
• Support access to healthcare by connecting people
to affordable, comprehensive health services
• Combat preventable chronic disease through the
promotion of strategies that support wellness and
healthy lifestyles

To ensure Illinois has the essential services that protect
public health and safety, revitalize local economies and
enhance learning, United Way of Illinois will:
• Advocate for a state budget that preserves an appropriate
level of investment in Illinois’ health and human services
• Promote fair, efficient and transparent contracting
practices between service providers and government
funders
• Support efforts to reduce unnecessary state
administrative burdens on human service providers
and their programs
• Enhance community resources that ensure a seamless
infrastructure of health and human service support
for those in need

SUCCESS: UWI advocacy efforts helped secure

the Governor’s executive order creating the
Cabinet on Children and Youth, which brings
together all state departments and agencies
that impact children and youth issues. The
Cabinet will work with health and human service
providers, early childhood programs and school
systems to drive improved outcomes for the
3.8 million Illinoisans under the age of 21.

SUCCESS: The Protecting Americans from

Tax Hikes Act was signed into law preventing
445,000 Illinois families from tumbling into
poverty. UWI met with key local Congressional
members in a successful campaign to
permanently extend the federal earned
income tax credit, a common sense
tax break that helps workers who are
struggling to make ends meet.

SUCCESS: The Healthy Local Food Incentives
bill, actively supported by UWI, passed both
chambers with strong bi-partisan majorities.
The bill will put $1 million toward doubling
food stamp dollars in Illinois farmers
markets, and could, in the long term, help
lower Medicaid bills among low income
shoppers by providing healthier food options.

SUCCESS: UWI produced four state budget
impasse surveys, one each quarter, showing
how a year of paralysis from Illinois elected
officials starved out nonprofits and lead to
harmful outcomes for Illinoisans across the
board. Hundreds of nonprofits across the
state responded. It is the first real data set
on the effects of the impasse on the sector.

